
7.o

NA,2-

J\
250G

An ordinance to secure the public health, safet-v and general welfare of the residents

And property owners of Colfax Townshipr Oceana County, Michigan, by the

regulation of noise rvithin said Township, to prescribe the penalties for the violation

thereof, and tc repeal ordinances or parts of ordinance in conflict.

Township of Colfax, Oceana Countv,l{ichigan

ORDAtrNS:

TITLE:

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Township Anti-Noise and Public
Nuisance Ordinance.

\. ARTnCLE ONE: DEFINITIONS

Section I.l Decibels,
*Decibels'is a unit Essd to express the magnitude of sound pressure and

sound intensity. The difference in decibels betrveen two sound pres$ures is {20)
times the ccmrnon logarithm of their ratie. In sosnd pre$$urc meqsursments, the
sourd prcssure level of a givea $onnd is defiued to be 20 times the cornmos
Iogarithm of the ratio crthat sound pressure to a refereaee prcssure of,2 x 1$-5n/rn2

ffewtans per rnetersquared). As aud example of effect of this for"mula, a 3 dccibel
ch*nge in the sound pnessure level corr*pands to a doublirg or halving o-f the sound
intensity and a l0 decibel change corresponds to a doubling or halving sf the sound
inteprsit5r, and a t0 dedbcl change corresponds to a lS fold increase or decrase ta
l/l0ih the former intensit5r .

Section 1. 2 de (A)
"de (A)" rneans the sound pressure level in decibels measured ort the "A"

scale of a standard sound level meter having characteristics defined by tlte
Arnerican National Standards Institute, Publication ANS sl. 4-1971.
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SECTION I .3 Persons.

Whenever the rvord "persons" is uscd in this Ordinance it shall be dcemed to
include {irms, corpcrations, partnerships, associatiorts, organizations or individuals.

ARTTCLE TWO -NOISE

SEC'I'ION 2. I General Prohibition.
It shall Lre unlaw{ul for any per.son to make, continue, or cause to be made or

continue any loud or unnecessary noise which either annoys, disturbs, injures, or
endangers the welfare, cornfort, repose, health, peace or safety of others, lvithin the
areas of the township { zoned or other*'ise) as residential/resort rvithin the
Township.

SECTION 2. 2 Noise origination From Private Properry.
It shall be deemed a prima facia violation of the ordinance for any noise

radiating from properties or buildings as rneasured at the boundaries of the
propert-v, which is in excess of 55 db(A).

SECTION ?. 3 Noise originating From Motor Driven Yehicles.
All noise emitted frsm motor driven vehicles shall be measured lvhenever

possible fram a distance of at lmst 50 ffet (15 meters) from the noise source. If
measurement at 50 fse (15 meters) is not feasible, measurement firay be made ?5 f*et
{7.5 meters} and if this is done* 6db(A} shall be added to the absolute limit of ?4 db
(A). Alsor such noist in exeess of the neise unreasorrably disturbs the somfort, quiet
and repose of persons in the ares and is therefore in violation of this ordinance.

SECTION 2. .1 Specihc Offenses.
The following acts, among others are declared to be in violation of this

Ordinance: but said enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive, namely.

SECTION 2. 4.l Electronic or iVlechanical Sound.
The playing of any radio, phonograph, television or other electronic or

mechanical sound producing device, including any musical instrument, in such a
manner or with such volume as to unreasonable upset or disturb the quiet, comfont,
or rqpose of other persons.

' The operation of any such radio, phonograph, television or other electronic
or mechanical sound producing device including any musical instrumcnt, betrt'een
the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a
distance of fifty(s0) feet from the land, building, structure or vehicle in which it is
located shall be prima facia evidence of a violation of this section.

SECI'ION 2.4-Z Yetling Shouting.
Yelling, shouting, hooting or singing on the public streets or roatls befween

thc hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. or at anytime or place so as to unreasonably
upsct of disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of anv person in the vicinity..



SECTION 2 .4.3 Animals.
The keeping of any animal, bird or forvl which emanates frequent or

extended noise which shall unreasonably disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of
any person in the vicinity, such as aiiowing or permitting any dog to trark repeatedll,
in an area lvhere such barking can be clearly heard from nearby residential
propert-v.

SECTION 2.4.4 Moror Vehicles.
The use of any autornobile, motorcycle, snorvmobile or vehicle so out of

repair, so loaded or constructed in such a manner as to create and unnecessary
grating, grinding rattling or other ilnreasonabie noise including the noise resulting
from exhaust rvhich is clearly audible frorn nearby propertie, ,u,d unreasonable
disturbing to the quiet, comfort or repose of other p"*orrr. The modificatiol of any
noise abatement device on any motor vehicle o. 

"ngi.r. 
or the failure to rnaintain

same so that the noise emitted by such vehicle or engine is increased above that
emitted by such vehicles originatly manufactured shall tre in violation of this
section.

SECTION 2. 4. S Race Tractis private or Commercial.
The operation of any race traclq proving ground or testing area or obstacle

course for motor vehicles, rnotorcvcles, boats, *"ar, automobiles or vehicles of anykind or nature in any area of the Tow'nship where the noise emanatirrg therefore
rvould be unreasonably disturbing and upsetting to other persons in the vicinity.
under no circumstances shall any race traclq proving grouncl, testing area or
obstacle course openate after trl:00 orclock p-m. on ai1:"uerrirg.

EXCEtTIONS;
None of the prohibitions hereinbefore enumerated shar! appr-v to thefollowing.

l- Any porice vehicre, amburance. fire engine or ernergency vehictewhile engaged in necessary emergency activities.
2' Excavation or repair of bridges, streets or highways or ofherproperty by or on behalf of the state of vlichigan, colfax Townstrjp, county oroceana betlyeen sundown and r:00 a.m. whe*fhe pubric werfare, safefy and

convenience render it impossibre to perforrn such work during oth;; hou;...
t 3' Warning rievices emitting sound for rvaning purlpor", as authorized

by law. 
- - " ------b rvr rvrlr sJ .rrl

4' Noises emanating frorn the discharge of fire arrns are exctudec!.providing the discharge of the fire arms was authorized urder iHichigan Law arlrllocal ordinances.



SECTION 5. PENALTIES

An3, person , firm or corporation rvho violates, neglects or refuscs to contplv
rvith auy of tlte provisions of this ordinancc slrall be deerned guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction, be sulrject to a fine not to exceed five hundred

dollars (5500.00) or by'imprisonment not to exceed 90 days or by both such fine and

imprisonment at the discretion of the Court. Each day that a violation shall

continue to constitute a separate offense Provision of this Ordinance ulav also he

enforced by suit for in.iunction, damages or othei'appropriate legal actioll.

SIiCTTON 6 OTtrItrR REI\{ENDIES AND ACTTONS
''Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to abridge, limit or

inter{ere rvith another remedy, eithen civilly, or criminalll', whcre tlre statutot'rr or rtt
common lalv to, abate, correctn enjoin, on seek damages for any action or use of
property which may othenvise be constrrred as a nuisance of auy type or descriptioll
rvhether public or private.

SECTION 7. NI O TS E ENIAI{ATTON O UTSIDE RESO RT/RESI D gi\''TI Ai-
DISTRTCT.

Where properQ' is partly in trvo districts or adjoins the baund:rry of anotfuer
district of the property the db(A) Ievels of the district rvhere thc noise is ernanatins
shall c6ntrol.

SECTiON B. EF'FECTTV-E DATE

TIie foregoing ordinance lyas duly adopted by." tlre 'forvnship Board of the
p of Colfax, Oceana Coundr,'Michigan, at it's regular held on

?,g0,6, and shall take effect on
2006
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Colfax Township Clerk

AYES NYES

Signatures of Board Members
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